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NEWS RELEASE

June 29, 1992
UM GAINS CENTER FOR THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST
MISSOULA The University of Montana's longstanding interest in the Rocky Mountain West has gained
a permanent focal point with the formal establishment of a privately funded center dedicated to the
study and preservation of the region’s distinctive character.
At its June meeting, the Board of Regents formally approved establishment of the
interdisciplinary Center for the Rocky Mountain West to study a region that includes parts of seven
states and three Canadian provinces. UM Provost Robert Kindrick said he is "extremely pleased"
by the Regents’ unanimous support for the center, which will enable the University to "consolidate
current initiatives and develop new initiatives in this important international field."
The Rocky Mountain West captures the public imagination in pan because its rural
atmosphere and frontier feeling retain the spirit of the past, said center director Bill Farr, chair of
UM's history department.
"Within its boundaries lies the mythical West, the last ‘real West’ where the landscape has
not been overwhelmed with population and change or industrialized beyond recognition," he said,
adding that the center will focus on the sustainability of the region’s quality of life.
"If this is the last best place, the task really is to keep it that way, and to do so in an
examined manner," Farr said. "We can't just lake it for granted. It’s not going to happen without
real effort, scrutiny and understanding."
UM’s center, the first of its kind, will provide that scrutiny, examining current events, issues
and public policy through such lenses as history, anthropology, sociology, literature, languages.
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religion, political science, historical geography, philosophy and the law, he said.
"We want to address people and issues that were not taken up in the earlier discourse on the
meaning of the West: women, minorities, the urban experience in Montana, Farr said.
The center defines the Rocky Mountain West as a vast stretch of mountains and plains that
encompasses Montana. Idaho, eastern Washington, the Dakotas, Wyoming, Utah and southern
portions of Alberta, British Columbia and Saskatchewan.
Designation as a center represents strong institutional commitment to the intensive regional
study that was launched last fall as the Series on the Rocky Mountain West, Farr said. The series
included monthly discussions of author’s works in progress and a major conference on regional
identity.
This summer, the center is sponsoring two courses on regional topics — "The Land is
Sacred: Native American Traditions and the Rocky Mountain Region" and author Mary Clearman
Blew's look at the use of past and place in contemporary Montana literature. Future center
activities will include co-sponsorship of September's national conference on Lewis and Clark and
next year's Montana History Conference.
Farr stressed that no state funds will be used for the center, which draws its funding base
from an endowment established by alumnus William J. O ’Neill of Jasper, Ore. O ’Neill died in
April, 1990, leaving a $6(X),(XX) bequest to UM to foster the study and understanding of the region.
The endowment will be supplemented by grants, donations and other private funding sources, Farr
said.
For more information on the center and its offerings, call Farr at 243-2978.
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